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The Official Minutes of the Portland Public Schools Custodian Civil Service Board are Sound 

Recordings of the Meetings.  The following is a summary of the January 17, 2013 meeting. 

 

Pursuant to Public Notice, a regular meeting of the Portland Public Schools Custodian Civil 

Service Board was held on Thursday January 17, 2013, at 4:00 p.m. in the WyEast Room in the 

Blanchard Education Service Center, 501 N Dixon Street, Portland, Oregon. 

 

Present at the meeting of CCSB were Board Chair and Commissioner Paul Breed and 

Commissioners Ray Thomas and Ken Fitzsimon.  Mr. Fitzsimon appeared telephonically. The 

Board secretary Jo McClain was also present. 

 

The presiding officer of the meeting was Board Chair Paul Breed. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m.  . 

 

Agenda Item No. 1:  Minutes 

 

The minutes for the October 18, 2012, meeting were approved by unanimous vote. 

 

Agenda Item No. 2:   

 

Chairman Breed stated that the agenda items had been carried over in their totality from the 

October meeting, and that they had been put on the list at the request of SEIU.  He suggested the 

Board begin by asking Mr. Tim Carman the current status of discussions. 

 

Mr. Carman stated that since the October meeting SEIU and Portland Public Schools (PPS) had 

had two positive meetings and were planning to meet again.  He indicated that the union and PPS 

were working their way through most, if not all, of their concerns.  In response to Mr. Breed’s 

query as to whether the union felt it was getting the information it needed, Mr. Carman stated 

that there was an on-going open dialogue, including review of the process promotions, which 

might have some changes.  He stated that the District has expressed concerns that they would go 

through the names on the hiring list prior to the expiration of the list, and a new test date had 

been scheduled.    

 

Mr. Carman continued that the union felt it knew as much about the closing of the schools as did 

PPS, and that communication in that area was sufficient.  They had answers about how the 
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number of custodians in the District had changed.
1
  He stated that the length of time to fill a 

vacancy was the remaining question, explaining that the promotion process and how long it takes 

to fill a vacancy is the issue. He said SEIU and PPS had to figure out how to change the process 

to make it efficient for PPS and still be acceptable to the Union and in line with the statutes.  He 

indicated there would likely be suggestions for rule changes presented to the Board.  In response 

to Mr. Breed’s query about a time frame, Mr. Carman said he did not think it would happen any 

sooner than two months. 

 

Ross Hume said he wanted to “echo” the enthusiasm of the collaborative nature of the last 

several meetings and agreed that ultimately they were trying to come back to the Board with 

specific proposals.   

 

Mr. Bred asked for clarification of the expiration of the civil service hiring list.  The list expires 

after one year; however, although the test was given mid-January, 2012, it was not approved 

until March 8, 2012, so the expiration date is March 8, 2013.  However, they are moving 

forward, have sought out new applicants, and the next test date is set for January 26, 2012.  

There was some discussion about whether any remaining names of the lists were advised of the 

next test date, and the ramifications of exhausting the list before a new list was in place. 

 

The next meeting was scheduled for February 21, 2013, to ensure that a new hiring list could be 

in place before the names on the existing list were used up.   

 

In response to Mr. Breed’s closing comment that the meeting had been [more amicable] than 

anticipated given the tenor of the October meeting, Mr. Fitzsimon proffered that “collaboration is 

a great lubricant.”  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:15. 

                                                           
1
 In response to a later question by Board member Ken Fitzsimon, PPS advised that the number 

of custodians had risen from 245 full time to 253 full time – a recognition that more staff was 

needed.  The number of part time custodians had been 60, and there was no indication that 

number had changed. 


